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Goals 
The Pascack Valley Regional High School District English Department wishes to develop a community of 
readers, writers, thinkers, and speakers who: 
 

1. Read critically and actively. 
2.   Write clearly and concisely. 
3.   Speak thoughtfully and respectfully. 
4.   Understand content, audience, and purpose in speech and writing. 
 

With these goals in mind, the English Department’s summer reading program will provide students the 
opportunity to: 

1. Share a common reading experience related to all ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth-grade curricula. 
2. Practice reading comprehension skills and cultivate fluency by reading independently. 
3. Engage in meaningful conversations about the themes and questions of the assigned text. Students are 

expected not only to prepare for the conversation but also to be active participants in it.  
4. Analyze the author’s writing style including, but not limited to, the development of voice, tone, and 

structure. 
 

Assignment 
In order to achieve these goals, students will:*  

1. Read the title for their incoming grade level.  
a.  It is recommended that students annotate their texts, but this is not a requirement and will not 

be graded. 
2. Develop AT LEAST 10 questions from your assigned reading using this template and submit it via 

Canvas to turnitin.com  by Thursday, September 6, 2018. 
3. Participate in a Socratic seminar on the reading during the first two weeks of school, as assigned by 

your teacher. 
4. Respond in writing (formal or informal at teacher’s discretion) to the text.  

 
*Students enrolled in Honors-level, AP Language and Composition, or AP Literature and Composition 
classes will complete an additional assignment.  “See also Pages 3-4.” 
 

You can acquire your chosen book from one of the BCCLS libraries, Barnes and Noble, Amazon, or another 

bookstore. If there are concerns about obtaining the book, please see your English teacher before June 14, 

2018. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please email Mrs. Rossi, District Supervisor of English, Art, and Media at  

vrossi@pascack.org.  
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https://www.covcath.org/uploaded/06_Students/Annotation_Guide_AP_Language.pdf
https://docs.google.com/a/pascack.k12.nj.us/document/d/1XpHgT6az03SCmXCRwhTmu5glcXZ8uI1Zn5xtjsCylhI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/pascack.k12.nj.us/file/d/0B9r_9UofB_HbZE1YNklBY2hsN2c/view?usp=sharing
mailto:vrossi@pascack.org
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Grade 9 

  Long Way Down 

 
 

ISBN-10: 
0385743289 
ISBN-13: 
978-0385743280 

  

   From NPR.org: 
 

Jason Reynolds' new novel Long Way Down is focused on a moment of 
decision. It happens in an elevator — teenaged Will is on his way to take 
revenge for the murder of his brother, but his plan is interrupted by a few 
visitors on the way down to the ground floor. 
 
"Will is growing up in a community where there are certain rules," Reynolds 
says. "There's a code of conduct, and what those rules are is number one, no 
crying, number two, no snitching, and number three, always seek revenge." 
Those rules ring true to Reynold's own experience: At 19, one of his best 
friends was murdered, and he considered revenge himself. 
 
"I'm grateful that we didn't do the thing that we thought we were going to do," 
Reynolds says. "When you start to sort of work through those things and you 
come back to reality ... you're, like, 'Whoa, my entire life could have 
changed.' " 

 
          Anticipated Pacing: There are 308 pages, but it is written in verse (poetry). hours.≈ 2  

Grade 10 

      City of Thieves 

 

ISBN-10: 
0452295297 
ISBN-13: 
978-0452295292 
 

 

From Amazon.com: 
 

From the critically acclaimed author of The 25th Hour and When the Nines 
Roll Over and co-creator of the HBO series Game of Thrones, a captivating 
novel about war, courage, survival — and a remarkable friendship that 
ripples across a lifetime. 
 
During the Nazis’ brutal siege of Leningrad, Lev Beniov is arrested for looting 
and thrown into the same cell as a handsome deserter named Kolya. Instead 
of being executed, Lev and Kolya are given a shot at saving their own lives 
by complying with an outrageous directive: secure a dozen eggs for a 
powerful Soviet colonel to use in his daughter’s wedding cake. In a city cut off 
from all supplies and suffering unbelievable deprivation, Lev and Kolya 
embark on a hunt through the dire lawlessness of Leningrad and behind 
enemy lines to find the impossible. 
 
By turns insightful and funny, thrilling and terrifying, the New York Times 
bestseller City of Thieves is a gripping, cinematic World War II adventure and 
an intimate coming-of-age story with an utterly contemporary feel for how 
boys become men. 
 
Anticipated Pacing: There are 27 chapters and a prologue.0 minutes per chapter.≈ 1  
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Grades 11 & 12 

Where You Go Is 
Not Who You’ll 
Be 

 
 

ISBN-10: 
1455532681 
ISBN-13: 
978-1455532
681 
 

 

            From Amazon.com:  
 

Over the last few decades, Americans have turned college admissions into a 
terrifying and occasionally devastating process, preceded by test prep, tutors, 
all sorts of stratagems, all kinds of rankings, and a conviction among too 
many young people that their futures will be determined and their worth 
established by schools say yes and which say no. 
 
That belief is wrong. It's cruel. In Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be, Frank 
Bruni explains why, giving students and their parents a new perspective on 
this brutal, deeply flawed competition and a path out of the anxiety that it 
provokes. 
 
Bruni, a bestselling author and a columnist for the New York Times, shows 
that the Ivy League has no monopoly on corner offices, governors' mansions, 
or the most prestigious academic and scientific grants. Through statistics, 
surveys, and the stories of hugely successful people who didn't attend the 
most exclusive schools, he demonstrates that many kinds of colleges—large 
public universities, tiny hideaways in the hinterlands—serve as ideal 
springboards. And he illuminates how to make the most of them. What 
matters in the end are a student's efforts in and out of the classroom, not the 
gleam of his or her diploma. 
 
Where you go isn't who you'll be. Americans need to hear that—and this 
indispensable manifesto says it with eloquence and respect for the real 
promise of higher education. 

 
Anticipated Pacing: There are 10 chapters, an0 minutes per chapter. (272 pages) .≈ 2  
introduction, and an epilogue in this book.  
    

Honors and AP Expectations 
 
The courses for the Honors programs, grades 9, 10, 11, and 12, are designed to meet the needs of the capable and 
willing student, who has superior ability, a mastery of skills, high self-motivation, and a strong desire to be 
challenged in the specific area of English. These courses also have the highest degree of difficulty for the particular 
grade level—the most in quantity of work and assignments, the highest expectations in quality of performance, and 
a great deal of independent assignments.  
 
Honors students are expected to maintain a high level of academic interest, demonstrate a sophisticated level of 
critical thinking, and be self-motivated learners and generators of scholarly material. Honors students must 
additionally demonstrate their ability to be effective writers, in order to enhance communication and shared 
knowledge within the classroom.  
 

3 



Pascack Valley Regional HS District 
Summer Reading 2018 

Honors and AP students should be prepared to synthesize the information in the various texts in your 
Socratic Seminars.  
 
 

Students entering: Will complete the assignment on Page 1 of this packet 

 above AND IN ADDITION, will read: 

Honors I Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds  
NY Times article on current poet laureate 
Dickinson “Because I Could Not Stop for Death” 
The Sounds of Sense 

Honors II City of Thieves by David Benioff 
Every Trip is a Quest 
The Danger of a Single Story 

Honors III 
Honors IV 
Honors LMC 
Honors Lit of the Holocaust 
Honors American Studies 
AP Language 

Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be by Frank Bruni 
 IGen by Jean Twenge 

AP Literature Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be by Frank Bruni 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor and Teacher-Selected Short 
Stories and Poems  
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https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/long-way-down-jason-reynolds/1125685904?ean=9781481438254#/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/10/magazine/tracy-k-smith-believes-america-needs-a-poetry-cure.html
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/because-i-could-not-stop-death-479
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PLI1CDXcNoZP1SXoD7qcNJcXUF7IiZYa/view?usp=sharing
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/city-of-thieves-david-benioff/1100361922?ean=9780452295292#/
http://newton.k12.ma.us/~Janice_Miller/odyssey/Every-Trip-Is-a-Quest.pdf
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story/transcript?language=en
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/where-you-go-is-not-who-youll-be-frank-bruni/1119921235?ean=9781455532681#/
https://www.amazon.com/iGen-Super-Connected-Rebellious-Happy-Adulthood/dp/1501151983/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1526578475&sr=8-1&keywords=igen
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/where-you-go-is-not-who-youll-be-frank-bruni/1119921235?ean=9781455532681#/
https://www.amazon.com/How-Read-Literature-Like-Professor/dp/0062301675/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526578501&sr=1-1&keywords=How+to+read+literature+like+a+professor

